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WELKOM / WELCOME 

A warm word of welcome is hereby extended to all attendees at the annual conference of the 
Old Testament Society of South Africa.  Welcome, first of all, to the North-West University and 
in particular our campus and facilities in the Vaal Triangle.  Although most of the conference 
proceedings will take place at our well equipped Quest Conference Estate we hope that your 
time here will allow also for a visit to our campus on the banks of the Vaal River.  There you will 
encounter on the one hand how this campus of the NWU is expanding with major building 
projects currently in progress.   

Tweedens sal u ook op ons kampus die natuurskoon en wildlewe kan ervaar van die 
geproklameerde wildreservaat waarbinne ons gelukkig genoeg is om elke dag ons dagtake te 
verrig.  Verder sal u op ons kampus iets aantref van die diversiteit van die Suid-Afrikaanse 
samelewing.  Uit die NWU se slagspreuk “Innovasie deur diversiteit” sal u kan aflei dat ons 
hierdie diversiteit vier as inspirasie tot daardie eienskap wat aan hoëronderwys sy nis in die 
onderwysomgewing gee, nl. Innovasie. 

Secondly, we welcome you to the Vaal Triangle.  This area is home to many internationally well-
known industries like ArcelorMittal and Sasol.  However, you will also find that our biggest 
natural asset, the Vaal River, supplies not only a lifeline to these industries, but is also a lesser-
known tourist attraction especially for those seeking a weekend away from the hustle and 
bustle of big cities to the North.  Your conference excursion will take you to one of only 15 
world heritage sites in South Africa.  We hope you will enjoy this experience. 

Browsing through the conference program one’s attention is immediately drawn to the rich 
diversity that seemingly also characterises this learned society.  Your conference theme with its 
focus on ethics is indeed a topical one within the South African society today.  It is good to see 
those ancient religious texts that still means so much to so many in this country are also studied 
in an academic context for the insights they bear on a shared humanity and the privileges and 
responsibilities being human brings with it. 

Graag wens ek u ŉ baie aangename OTWSA-kongres en verblyf in die Vaaldriehoek toe.  Ek 
hoop dat dit wat u hier gaan ervaar u nog vir lank in die vorm van kosbare herinneringe sal 
bybly. 

 

Prof. Thanyani J Mariba 
Kampus Rektor / Campus Rector 
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OTWSA KONGRES – 2010 – OTSSA CONFERENCE 

NOORDWES-UNIVERSITEIT / NORTHWEST UNIVERSITY 

VAALDRIEHOEKKAMPUS / VAAL TRIANGLE CAMPUS 

PROGRAM OORSIG / PROGRAM OVERVIEW 

Woensdag / Wednesday, 15 September 

09:00-10:00 – Registrasie en Koffie / Registration and Coffee 
10:00-10:15 – Verwelkoming / Welcoming 
10:15-10:55 – Plenêre sessie / Plenary session 1 
11:00-11:30 – Parallelle sessie / Parallel session 1 
11:30-12:00 – Parallelle sessie / Parallel session 2 
12:00-12:30 – Parallelle sessie / Parallel session 3 
12:30-13:00 – Parallelle sessie / Parallel session 4 
13:00-14:30 – Middagete / Lunch 
14:30-15:10 – Plenêre sessie / Plenary session 2 
15:15-15:45 – Parallelle sessie / Parallel session 5 
15:45-16:15 – Parallelle sessie / Parallel session 6 
16:15-16:45 – Tee en Koffie / Tea and Coffee 
16:45-17:15 – Parallelle sessie / Parallel session 7 
17:15-17:45 – Parallelle sessie / Parallel session 8 

Donderdag / Thursday, 16 September 

07:30-08:00 – Registrasie / Registration 
08:00-08:30 – Parallelle sessie / Parallel session 9 
08:30-09:00 – Parallelle sessie / Parallel session 10 
09:00-09:30 – Parallelle sessie / Parallel session 11 
09:30-10:00 – Parallelle sessie / Parallel session 12 
10:00-10:30 – Parallelle sessie / Parallel session 13 
10:30-10:50 – Tee en Koffie / Tea and Coffee 
10:50-11:30 – Plenêre sessie / Plenary session 3 
11:30-12:05 – Uitstappie inligtingsessie / Excursion Information session 
12:05-12:30 – Ligte middagete / Light lunch 
12:30-17:30 – Konferensie uitstappie / Conference excursion 
18:00-21:00 – Konferensie onthaal / Conference dinner 
22:00 – Terug in Vanderbijlpark / Back in Vanderbijl Park 
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PROGRAM OORSIG / PROGRAM OVERVIEW 

Vrydag / Friday, 17 September 

08:00-08:40 – Plenêre sessie / Plenary session 4 
08:45-09:15 – Parallelle sessie / Parallel session 14 
09:15-09:45 – Parallelle sessie / Parallel session 15 
09:45-10:15 – Parallelle sessie / Parallel session 16 
10:15-10:45 – Parallelle sessie / Parallel session 17 
10:45-11:15 – Tee en Koffie / Tea and Coffee 
11:15-12:15 – Besigheidsvergadering / Business meeting 
12:30 – Verdaag / Departure 
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VOLLEDIGE PROGRAM / DETAILED PROGRAM  

Woensdag / Wednesday, 15 September 

09:00-10:00 Registrasie en koffie / 

Registration and coffee 

Quest Conference Estate Foyer 

 

10:00-10:15 Verwelkoming /  

Welcoming 

Prof. L du Plessis 

Vise Rektor Akademie, NWU (VDK) / 

Vice Rector Academic, NWU (VTC) 

10:15-10:55 Plenêre sessie / Plenary session 1 (Chair: Jurie le Roux) 

An Ethical appropriation of the Hebrew Bible in the fight against HIV & AIDS 

Lehlohonolo Bookholane and Madipoane Masenya (ngwan’a Mphahlele) 
University of South Africa 

11:00-11:30 Parallelle sessie / Parallel session 1a 

(Chair: 1a-4a: Frances Klopper) 

A Critique upon the use of ‘Divine 
Command Ethics’ for the construction of 
Christian Meta-Ethics within a Democratic 
South Africa 

Natashia van der Merwe 
University of Johannesburg 

Parallelle sessie / Parallel session 1b 

(Chair: 1b-4b: David Adamo) 

Assyrian, the rod of God’s anger (Isa 10:5-
34): Are conflicts in Africa justifiable? 

Lubunga w’Ehusha  
Evangelical Seminary of SA 

11:30-12:00 Parallelle sessie / Parallel session 2a 

“Adam was made from the earth and Eve 
was made from a little rib:” Can the 
creation narratives assist in creating just 
and ethical gender-relations in the context 
of HIV&AIDS? 

Sarojini Nadar 
University of KwaZulu-Natal 

Parallelle sessie / Parallel session 2b 

Ethos, Logos, and Pathos, or A Trilogy in 
Dispute: Reflections on African Religious 
and Socio-Political Contexts based on 
Hosea 1-3 

Edouard Kitoko Nsiku 
United Bible Societies / Universidade 

Eduardo Mondlane 

12:00-12:30 Parallelle sessie / Parallel session 3a 

The Basis of a Good life is in Ethical 
relationships: A Womanist Reading of 
Proverbs 31:10-31 

Mmapula Lefa 
Murdock University 

Parallelle sessie / Parallel session 3b 

Nehemiah’s religio-ethical wisdom in 
resolving an economic crisis in the post-
exilic Judah (Neh 5:1-19): a lesson to be 
learned in Africa 

Emmanuel Ordue Usue 
BSU-Nigeria and Research Associate 
University of Pretoria 
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12:30-13:00 Parallelle sessie / Parallel session 4a 

Outing of family dysfunctionality in the 
African communities…Contribution of 
parental instructions in Proverbs 1-9 

AE (Tshililo) Liphadzi 
North-West University 

Parallelle sessie / Parallel session 4b 

Wako ni wako (Blood is thicker than 
water); an ethical dilemma or 
misapplication of the value of family 
bonds? a contextual interpretation of 
Deut. 22:1-4 

Edwin Zulu 
Justo Mwale Theological University 
College, Lusaka, Zambia 

13:00-14:30 Middagete / Lunch 

14:30-15:10 Plenêre sessie / Plenary session 2 (Chair: Gerrie Snyman) 

Engaging with different contexts: A survey of the various levels of identity negotiation in 

Chronicles 

Louis Jonker 
University of Stellenbosch 

15:15-15:45 Parallelle sessie / Parallel 

session 5a 

(Chair: 5a-6a: Tshililo 

Liphadzi) 

The Poor in the Ethical 
System of the Psalmist(s) 
and in the Yoruba (Nigerian) 
Tradition 

David Tuesday Adamo 
Kogi State University. 
Anyigba, Nigeria 

Parallelle sessie / 

Parallel session 5b 

(Chair: 5b-6b: Johann 

Cook) 

The Role of Cognitive 
Frames of Reference in 
Biblical Studies: The Book 
of Ruth as a Case Study 

Justino Alfredo 
University of Stellenbosch 

Parallelle sessie / 

Parallel session 5c 

(Chair: 5c-6c: Louis Jonker) 

The Ethics of Group 
Identity Constructions:  
Apostasy, Ethnicity,  Class  
and Gender  in  Ezra 9-10 

Elelwani B. Farisani 
University of South Africa 

15:45-16:15 Parallelle sessie / Parallel 

session 6a 

Reading the ethics of Psalm 
37 

Leonard P. Maré 
North-West University 

Parallelle sessie / 

Parallel session 6b 

Ishmael, God and Osama 
Bin Laden:  a psychological-
investigative reading of 
Genesis 21: 20 ˸˷˵ ˢ˟˶ ˧ˢ˧ˣ 
… ˶˰ˮˢ ˸ ˞ ˫˧ˢ˪˞ ˧ˢ˧ˣ and its 
relation to the war on 
terror 

J.M. (Johan) Ras  

University of Zululand 

Parallelle sessie / 

Parallel session 6c 

Coloniality of being and 
the ethics of reading 
imperial biblical texts 

Gerrie Snyman 
University of South Africa 
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16:15-16:45 Tee en Koffie / Tea and Coffee 

16:45-17:15 Parallelle sessie / 

Parallel session 7a 

(Chair: 7a-8a: Hendrik 

Bosman) 

An Achievement of Social 
Justice in a Community: An 
Ethical Norm Evaluating its 
Leadership 

Joseph N. Mavinga 
University of KwaZulu-
Natal 

Parallelle sessie / Parallel 

session 7b 

(Chair: 7b-8b: Sarojini 

Nadar) 

God in the Brain: the art of 
belief and the science of 
understanding it 

Ignatius G. P Gous 
University of South Africa 

Parallelle sessie / 

Parallel session 7c 

(Chair: 7c-8c: Louis Jonker) 

Imbokodo Explorations of 
the Prevalence of 
Historical Memory and 
Identity Contestations in 
the Expulsion of the Nāšîm 
Nokriyyōt in Ezra 9-10 

Makhosazana K. Nzimande 
University of Zululand 

17:15-17:45 Parallelle sessie / 

Parallel session 8a 

Teaching with distinction 
or for extinction: Religion 
and Generational Theory 

Jenny Roberts 
University of South Africa 

Parallelle sessie / Parallel 

session 8b 

Old Testament perspectives 
on the meaning of life  

Jaco Gericke  
North-West University 

Parallelle sessie / 

Parallel session 8c 

Narrative therapeutic ideas 
on re-authoring and 
identity construction, and 
their relevance to the 
interpretation of the books 
of Chronicles 

Willie van Heerden 
University of South Africa 

 

Donderdag / Thursday, 16 September 

07:30-08:00 Registrasie / Registration Quest Conference Estate Foyer 

08:00-08:30 Parallelle sessie / Parallel session 9a 

(Chair: 9a-13a: Helen Efthimiadis-Keith) 

The ethics of responsibility in the Joseph 
narrative (Gen 37-50) 

MED Lawman 
University of South Africa 

Parallelle sessie / Parallel session 9b 

(Chair: 9b-13b: Julie Claassens) 

The theological profile of the Old Greek of 
Job  

Johann Cook 
University of Stellenbosch 

08:30-09:00 Parallelle sessie / Parallel session 10a 

When interpretation traditions speak too 
loud for ethical dilemmas to be heard:  on 
the untimely death of Haran (Gen 11:28) 

C Wynand Retief 
Justo Mwale Theological University 
College, Lusaka, Zambia  

Parallelle sessie / Parallel session 10b 

Contributions of the Peshitta to a text-

critical study of Lamentations 

Gideon Kotzé 
University of Stellenbosch 
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09:00-09:30 Parallelle sessie / Parallel session 11a 

What shall we do with the Canaanites? 

Knut Holter 
School of Mission and Theology, Norway 

Parallelle sessie / Parallel session 11b 

Ethics of Translating the Old Testament 

Roelie van der Spuy 
North-West University and SIL 
International  

09:30-10:00 Parallelle sessie / Parallel session 12a 

Conflicting Ethics 

PM Venter 
University of Pretoria  

Parallelle sessie / Parallel session 12b 

From Divine command and prophetic goals 
to sapiential character formation – a 
critical survey of Old Testament ethical 
reflection 

Hendrik Bosman  
University of Stellenbosch 

10:00-10:30 Parallelle sessie / Parallel session 13a 

Wie behoort die gespreksgenote te wees 
van Ou Testament Etiek as n onderafdeling 
van die Ou-Testamentiese Wetenskap? 

Christo Lombaard 
University of South Africa 

Parallelle sessie / Parallel session 13b 

Interpreting the Bible for children in the 
light of evolutionary theory. Part II. 
Problematic questions for Christians 

Annette Evans 
University of the Free State 

10:30-10:50 Tee en Koffie / Tea and Coffee 

10:50-11:30 Plenêre sessie / Plenary session 3 (Chair: Herrie van Rooy) 

The detail does matter: ethical dilemmas and identities between biblical text and African 
context 

Gerald West 

University of KwaZulu-Natal  

11:30-12:05 Uitstappie inligtingsessie / Excursion Information session 

12:05-12:30 Ligte middagete / Light lunch 

12:30-17:30 Konferensie uitstappie: Vredefortkoepel Wêrelderfenisgebied / Conference 

excursion: Vredefort Dome World Heritage Site 

18:00-21:00 Konferensie onthaal / Conference dinner: O’s Restaurant, Parys 
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Vrydag / Friday, 17 September 

08:00-08:40 Plenêre sessie / Plenary session 4 (Chair: Madipoane Masenya) 

The Feminine Cosmos 

Frances Klopper 
University of South Africa 

08:45-09:15 Parallelle sessie / Parallel session 14a 

(Chair: 14a-18a: Piet Venter) 

Women, Feminist Ethics, and the Old 
Testament 

Helen Efthimiadis-Keith 
University of Kwazulu Natal 

Parallelle sessie / Parallel session 14b 

(Chair: 14b-18b: Willie van Heerden) 

Psalm 24: Cosmology and ethical 
behaviour 

Sakkie Spangenberg 
University of South Africa 

09:15-09:45 Parallelle sessie / Parallel session 15a 

Homosexuality and the Old Testament: A 
Moral Philosophical Labyrinth? 

Makhosazana K. Nzimande and 
Mojalefa L.J. Koenane 
University of Zululand 

Parallelle sessie / Parallel session 15b 

Eco-theology and losing the sacred 

Peet van Dyk 
University of South Africa 
 

09:45-10:15 Parallelle sessie / Parallel session 16a 

Human Dignity in the Prophetic Traditions: 
Upholding Human Worth in a Context of 
Dehumanization 

L Juliana Claassens  
University of Stellenbosch  

Parallelle sessie / Parallel session 16b 

A place for animals in the priestly world-
view 

Esias E. Meyer  

University of Pretoria 

10:15-10:45 Parallelle sessie / Parallel session 17a 

Exodus 4, 1-17: People with Disabilities in 
Dialogue with Biblical Scholars 

Micheline Kamba 
University of Kwazulu Natal 

Parallelle sessie / Parallel session 17b 

 

10:45-11:15 Tee en Koffie / Tea and Coffee 

11:15-12:15 Besigheidsvergadering / Business Meeting 

12:30 Verdaag / Departure 
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ABSTRACTS: PLENÊRE SESSIES / PLENARY SESSIONS 

An Ethical appropriation of the Hebrew Bible in the fight against HIV & AIDS 

Lehlohonolo Bookholane & Madipoane Masenya (ngwan’a Mphahlele) 
University of South Africa 

The high prevalence of the HIV & AIDS pandemic on the African continent in general and on the 
Southern African region in particular has rightfully attracted the attention of scholars from various 
disciplines.  The Hebrew Bible scholars have not been an exception to the exercise.  Some have 
responded to the discourse of the relationship between the HIV and AIDS and the Hebrew Bible (HB) by 
making claims that the HB is a source of moral values.  Some explore whether it may reveal something 
about HIV & AIDS, while some investigate if the HB engenders stigma against those affected and 
infected by HIV.  The scholars’ response (or lack thereof) to the discourse on the relationship (if any) 
between the Hebrew Bible and HIV & AIDS depends largely in the first place, on the type of questions 
they pose; their attitude to the biblical narrative in general and the main text(s) of their investigation in 
particular.  They basically employ two approaches in their hermeneutical and exegetical efforts.  These 
can be categorized into two as follows:  First, there is an option for what may called ‘alternative 
readings’, which in our opinion give readers an impression that the original authors have had myriads of 
intentions as they authored these texts.  Second, readings aimed at providing deconstructions of specific 
Hebrew Bible texts.  These in our view, give an impression that the original authors had no specific 
intentions as they wrote the texts. 

In this article, we propose that the link between the pandemic of HIV & AIDS and the Hebrew Bible could 
be better resolved by taking a closer look at the literary narrative constructions themselves, thus 
complementing the exercise of narrative deconstruction by a conscious act of textual reconstruction. A 
few Hebrew Bible texts will be used to display our kind of reading.  As we do this, we hope to come up 
with an ethical appropriation of the Hebrew Bible in our fight against the scourge of HIV & AIDS 

Engaging with different contexts: A survey of the various levels of identity negotiation in Chronicles 

Louis Jonker 
University of Stellenbosch 

In various studies in the past I have indicated that the books of Chronicles can be seen as an active 
participant in the processes of identity negotiation in Yehud in the late Persian period. In some cases the 
Chronicler engages the inner-Yehudite situation, in other cases the negotiation takes place in interaction 
with the regional political dispensation,  and in still other cases the Chronicler interacts with the imperial 
Persian context. My paper will present a survey in which a synthesis of the above-mentioned studies will 
be attempted. By doing so, I will try to emphasize the multi-level nature of identity negotiation in an 
imperial context. 

The Feminine Cosmos 

Frances Klopper 
University of South Africa 

In his book on the history of the ideas that have shaped the Western worldview (The Passion of the 
Western Mind, 2000), Richard Tarnas remarks in his concluding chapter that the ideas of the great 
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intellectual minds from Plato through Bacon to Nietzsche, were almost entirely produced by men and 
informed by male perspectives. In its wake, especially following the late modern thinkers, we were left 
with three assumptions: the male is dominant, nature is an object to be exploited and God is dead. 
Tarnas visualizes the dawn of the postmodern era we live in, as the era of the feminine, intricately 
related to the planet and all forms of nature on it, already occurring in the ethos of the firmly 
established feminist movement and the increasing reaction against the destruction of the environment. 
This paper looks into the traditional association of women with nature and men with culture and 
concludes with a discussion of ecological feminism as a movement concerned with bringing feminist 
insights to environmental ethics. 

The detail does matter: ethical dilemmas and identities between biblical text and African context 

Gerald West 
University of KwaZulu-Natal 

 “The devil is in the detail”, so the popular saying goes.  The saying is probably a warning against a 
surface reading, in which the detail is subsumed within a seemingly coherent and convincing 
proposition.  Systematic theologians and even biblical theologians may feel somewhat similar about the 
Bible.  A theologically driven reading of the Bible provides a plausible sense of coherence.  But once you 
listen to the biblical scholar all is lost, for they seem obsessed by the detail, no matter how much it 
disrupts the carefully constructed coherence of the theological project.  So the devil is, indeed, in the 
detail, disrupting the theological metanarrative.  But could not God be in the detail?  This paper takes 
newly emerging forms of African Christianity as a case study, examining how these ‘Bible-believing’ 
theologies over-determine the detail of the Bible with two related layers of appropriation: a strong 
sense of the Bible’s canonical shape and a spiritual-materialist ideo-theological interpretive framework.  
As the paper will argue, each of these layers of appropriation raises serious questions about the ethical 
responsibility the interpreter has towards the detail of the biblical text. 

ABSTRACTS: PARALLELLE SESSIES / PARALLEL SESSIONS 

The Poor in the Ethical System of the Psalmist(s) and in the Yoruba (Nigerian) Tradition 

David Tuesday Adamo 

Kogi State University. Anyigba, Nigeria 

The book of Psalms as far as I am concerned provides the most reliable theological, pastoral, and 
liturgical resources in the biblical tradition.  No wonder Psalms is referred to as the hymnal of the 
“Second Temple” (Grenshaw 2001:1). The book of Psalms “provides the window through which ancient 
Israel’s response to God’s presence or absence may be viewed.” It is one book that has been read more 
than any other books of the Bible, especially in African Christianity and tradition. The purpose of this 
paper is to examine critically the Psalmist(s) understanding of poverty and the attitude to the poor. 
Beyond that, I will like to compare and contrast the Psalmist(s) understanding and attitude to the poor 
with the Yoruba (Nigeria) ethical system. Among the Psalms to be critically examined are Psalms 9:18, 
41:1-4, 82:3-4 and 113:7-9.  
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The Role of Cognitive Frames of Reference in Biblical Studies: The Book of Ruth as a Case Study 

Justino Alfredo 
University of Stellenbosch 

The manner in which Old Testament scholars have separated semantics from biblical studies has 
constituted a challenge to biblical exegesis. These two fields of specialization were not often closely co-
ordinated or integrated into the exegetical process. This paper, therefore, investigates the role of 
Cognitive Frames of Reference in biblical studies in general, and in the Book of Ruth, in particular, by 
applying different dimensions, namely the textual, socio-cultural, organizational and communicational. 

From Divine command and prophetic goals to sapiential character formation – a critical survey of Old 

Testament ethical reflection 

Hendrik Bosman 
Universiteit van Stellenbosch 

It will be argued that there are different modes of ethical reflection in the Old Testament and some 
critical remarks will be discussed with regards to each of the ethical models: 

¶ A ŘŜƻƴǘƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ά5ƛǾƛƴŜ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘέ ǘȅǇŜ ƻŦ ŜǘƘƛŎ rooted in the theophany on Mount Sinai 
through the communication of the Ten Commandments and the mitzvot. [Was Jeremy Bentham 
correct when he criticized deontology to be a “dressed-up version” of popular morality?+ 

¶ A teleological or consequentialist type of ethic manifested in the prophetic emphasis on a 
covenantal relationship with God and other human beings. *Do we need an “outcome based” 
ethics emanating from the Old Testament? Was Anscombe’s objection valid that Judeo-Christian 
law is incompatible with consequentialism?] 

¶ A perfectionist or virtue ethic found in later wisdom and priestly literature. [Who decides what 
virtues must be instilled through character formation and different levels of instruction?] 

A case will be made that one should not presuppose a linear development comprising of three 
successive stages, but rather consider the possibility of the coexistence of the deontological and 
teleological ethics resulting in an ethical synthesis, i.e. a perfectionist mode of ethical decision making. 
In conclusion it will be argued that the process of character formation as reflected in the later priestly 
and wisdom texts as well as a critical and prophetic ethical teleology might be of special significance for 
the theological-ethical discourse articulated in a morally eroded post-colonial Africa. In the paper as a 
whole, special attention will be given to recent attempts at describing what Old Testament ethics entail 
– i.e. American: B Birch, W Janzen & W Kaiser; British: J Barton, CS Rodd & C Wright; German / Swiss: W 
Eichrodt, J Hempel & E Otto. 

Human Dignity in the Prophetic Traditions: Upholding Human Worth in a Context of Dehumanization 

L Juliana Claassens  

University of Stellenbosch  

Within the conversation regarding “The Bible and Rights,” I argue that the notion of human dignity 
offers a fruitful avenue to explore the interrelated themes of justice, vocation and human responsibility 
in the biblical traditions. Human dignity is most evident in the image of the Imago Dei, i.e., the claim in 
Gen 1:26-27 that humans, both male and female, are created in the image of God. This powerful 
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theological claim has led to some rich theological reflection by Christian and Jewish interpreters who 
have argued for the inherent worth of every human being whose dignity is a gracious gift bestowed by 
the Creator God. Nevertheless, in the Hebrew Bible there are numerous instances where this dignity of 
individuals and groups are threatened, obscured and violated. And yet, it is exactly in the midst of these 
situations of dehumanization that the conversation on what it means to be human becomes most 
urgent. For instance, in prophets like Amos and Isaiah, it is within the depths of the social justice 
violations that threaten the wellbeing of the society’s most vulnerable members that one encounters 
the prophet’s persistent critique that upholds the dignity of each member of the society (cf. e.g. Amos 5; 
8; Isaiah 5). 

In conversation with recent works by Nicholas Wolterstorff (Justice: Rights and Wrongs), and Beverly 
Mitchell (Plantations and Death Camps: Religion, Ideology and Human Dignity), I argue in this paper that 
the theme of human dignity may help ground the discourse on justice and human rights within the 
narrative framework of the biblical traditions. Focusing on a few selected examples from Amos and 
Isaiah, I will show how despite the appalling portrayal of dehumanization we find in the prophetic 
traditions, one finds a counter narrative that resists this dehumanization, rooted in the belief that 
humans as created in the image of God are to be valued and respected. 

The theological profile of the Old Greek of Job  

Johann Cook 
University of Stellenbosch 

The OG of Job is one sixth shorter than the Massoretic text. Scholars differ as to the reasons for this 
shorter text. Some argue that it is the result of a differing Hebrew Vorlage – unfortunately there is no 
external evidence available. Others ascribe the differences to the translator. OGJob is one of the more 
freely translated units in the corpus of Septuagint translations. In Cox’s words “OGJob is one of a kind in 
the Septuagint corpus”. Since the translator interpreted his parent text, it opens the possibility to 
determine “theological” aspects concerning this unit. In the past scholars (Gard, et al) have overstated 
their case in this regard and were critizised by Orlinski et al. What is clear is that OG Job has a unique 
and different profile compared to the MT and other textual witnesses. In Job 1, for example, the 
translator renders the parent text creatively. On the one hand, he clears God from direct involvement in 
the maltreatment of Job. In conjunction with this the fundamental goodness and omnipotence of God is 
stressed. On the other hand, Job is depicted as a saint, he is blameless, genuine, religious, keeping away 
from every evil thing (verse 8). In Chapter 2 Job is questioned in a unique manner by his unbelieving 
wife. This article will demonstrate the unique profile of OG Job identified in Chapters 1 and 2. The 
“theological” implications of this profile will be determined based upon a contextual approach.  

Assyrian, the rod of God’s anger (Isa 10:5-34): Are conflicts in Africa justifiable? 

 Lubunga w’Ehusha  
Evangelical Seminary of South Africa 

Assyria had been used by God to punish Israel and threaten Judah in its thrust for conquest but Isaiah 
announced woe against it promising that God, after dealing with his people, would judge Assyria. The 
instrument that God used turned to consider itself as a powerful conqueror which led to its rejection. 
God would raise another nation to destroy Assyria. A cycle of wars and destruction was therefore 
established as nations used by God to discipline others became themselves unworthy. 
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The prevalence of war and violence in the Old Testament raises a number of ethical problems that 
African readers of the Bible grapple with today. Africa is characterized by repeated tribal, racial, ethnical 
conflicts and civil wars of which the pretended motivation is to establish justice. The fact that the Bible 
describes God as righteous, eager to do justice by condemning wrongdoers and vindicating the 
oppressed and weak, allows many Lords of wars to presume being at God’s service as they wage war in 
Africa. The reading of Isaiah 10 raises the question of responsibility and accountability to God for those 
who act as the rod of God to exercise justice. Knowing that punitive justice of God is exercised equally to 
the wrongdoer as well as to the instrument used to implement justice, we wonder if those who are 
stirring up violence realise that they will be held accountable for the consequences of their actions in 
the community. 

Interpreting the Bible for children in the light of evolutionary theory. Part II. Problematic questions for 

Christians 

Annette Evans 

University of the Free State 

The progress of science and its concomitant exponentially developing technical sophistication confronts 
us with the inadequacy of our understanding of the universe in which we live. The complexity of our 
world today necessitates revision of some of the source material of Christianity, hence this “quest for 
unified understanding”. The point of departure is that children must be helped to understand, rather 
than deny, the evolutionary processes that gave rise to our world, because that is an important part of 
knowing and appreciating God. The implications of randomness in evolution raise problematic questions 
such as: 1) Creation or evolution, do we have to choose? 2) How did the universe begin? Does it have a 
goal or purpose? 3) Is there a radical split between human beings and the rest of creation? 4) Can we 
really say that no creator would have chosen an indeterminate natural process as his workbench to 
fashion intelligent beings? 5) How can the randomly caused waste and suffering of evolution be 
reconciled with God as intelligent mind who planned evolution? This article reviews answers by 
interdisciplinary scholars who approach these questions from various orientations, including 
postmodern concerns about pluralism in religion. The conclusion is that if we are to understand more, 
we must be open to new ideas and new experience, and we must expect troublesome reorientations of 
our thinking. Re-thinking Christianity is not a betrayal of unchanging Christian truth. Christians need not 
identify with Intelligent Design in order to see the magnificent achievements of modern science as a 
manifestation of the glory of God rather than as a threat to their faith.  

The Ethics of Group Identity Constructions:  Apostacy, Ethnicity,  Class  and Gender  in  Ezra 9-10 

Elelwani B. Farisani 
University of South Africa 

This paper looks at group identity constructions in Ezra 9-10 with specific reference to Apostacy, 
Ethnicity, Class and Gender in Persian Yehud.  The paper then goes on to provide some critical 
reflections on the ethics of group identity constructions in our context. 
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Old Testament perspectives on the meaning of life  

Jaco Gericke  
North-West University 

The perennial question regarding the meaning of life remains a controversial issue when philosophers 
debate the relationship between religion and morality. This paper begins by noting various possible 
interpretations of the problem followed by a brief historical overview of the "solutions" that have been 
forthcoming in both western and eastern philosophical traditions. With that as the backdrop we turn to 
the actual concern of the presentation which is the identification and reconstruction of folk-
philosophical perspectives on the human condition implicit in the Old Testament itself. In doing so, 
however, we extend the scope of traditional philosophical curiosity to include textual presuppositions 
about the meaning of life also for non-human moral agents (gods, angels, demons, spirits of the dead, 
animals, nature, etc). The agenda is historical and descriptive throughout and aimed only at 
philosophical clarification with no attempt being made either to defend or debunk any particular point 
of view. Existential surprises and culture shocks guaranteed. 

God in the Brain: the art of belief and the science of understanding it 

Ignatius G. P Gous 
University of South Africa 

The famous painter and sculptor Michelangelo apparently dissected corpses in secret, in order to 
understand human anatomy, and then most probably hid depictions of what he found where the Pope 
would never find them and in full view for everyone not to see them –in his paintings on the ceiling of 
the Sistine Chapel. The depiction of God creating Adam is actually a painting of a cross section of a brain, 
and could possibly portray the creation of man as an intelligent being (slide show included).  

Can God be a brain? It is probable that Michelangelo and other artists of his time understood something 
about God and the brain that cognitive scientists today are also trying to understand.  What is 
happening in our brains and minds when we contemplate God and matters religious? Is the engine of 
reason also the seat of the soul? Just as people of Michelangelo’s time were not ready to face 
dissections of cadavers, it would seem that people today – be they fundamentalists, ordinary believers, 
critics of religion or atheists - are not ready to face the scientific facts put forward by the cognitive 
science of religion.  

To illustrate this point, recent debates between members of the New Reformer movement and the 
American proponents of a historical bodily resurrection of Jesus will be touched upon, with a sprinkling 
of good old Wisdom Tradition insights from the Testament that actually matters. If ever there is 
something like analytical ethics of Bible reading, then we have the ethical imperative to mind our 
religious minds. 
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What shall we do with the Canaanites? 

Knut Holter 
School of Mission and Theology, Norway 

The Old Testament lets the Canaanites play significant roles in its literary constructs of Israel's political 
and religious past. These literary constructs have then - throughout centuries of Old Testament 
interpretation - been used by various interpretative communities for corresponding purposes, as the Old 
Testament portrayals of the interaction between Israelites and Canaanites have served as interpretative 
models for innumerable political and religious concerns. The present paper will point out some ethical 
questions raised by this interpretative tradition, and tentatively let these questions be exposed to some 
selected Old Testament texts that relate Canaanites and Israelites. 

Exodus 4, 1-17: People with Disabilities in Dialogue with Biblical Scholars 

Micheline Kamba 

University of Kwazulu Natal 

The present paper aims to open up a space for dialogue between people with disabilities and scholars to 
talk about issues raised in Exodus 4, 1-17 that are related to disability. These include: how does God 
view disability? And how do people with disabilities see themselves? During the discussion about this 
Bible reading, certain questions brought up feelings that people with disabilities have experienced, such 
as uncertainty, fear of rejection, fear of disability, lack of confidence, self-doubt, self-hate and fear of 
not being oneself (lack of identity). God’s dealing with and His attitude toward disability, as a central 
theme of this text, thus presents a strong challenge for people with disabilities, as it does for apparently 
able-bodied people. The text calls for a constructive image of disability in order to see beyond it and to 
consider it as part of God’s creation of diversity. 

The dialogue presented in this paper is divided into sections, the first of which deals with the characters 
of and the relationship between God and Moses. God in his all greatness chose a man (Moses) who was 
weak, inferior and a sinner. In the second section the debates around the scholarship regarding Moses’ 
disability are presented. The following section discusses the controversy concerning how God deals with 
disability, while the fourth section compares God’s attitudes to those of society. All these sections, 
individually and in combination, are viewed from the perspective of providing empowerment for people 
with disabilities as well as for apparently able-bodied people. Ultimately, this empowerment is a 
response to the feelings of uncertainty, self-doubt and self-hatred etc. mentioned above, in order to 
equip both people with disabilities and the apparently able-bodied to deal with the issue of disability in 
positive ways.  

Finally, it should be noted that the people with disabilities whose voices are heard in this dialogue, are 
Africans (located in Kinshasa in the Democratic Republic of Congo). This also brings to the fore a 
perspective that, while reflective of the global experience of disability, is also particular to the 
developing world and to the continent of Africa specifically, and one that is moreover still relatively 
unheard. 
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Women, Feminist Ethics, and the Old Testament 

Helen Efthimiadis-Keith 

University of Kwazulu Natal 

This paper investigates the connections between the feminist ethics of Care, Justice, Autonomy and the 
Self in relation to practices in Feminist Biblical Interpretation. Specifically, it investigates a) what kind of 
ethics may underlie certain feminist readings of the Book of Judith, in which the book is weighed and 
found wanting, and b) whether or not some feminist Old Testament interpretations have become as 
limiting and oppressive as the predominantly androcentric ones that they seek to deconstruct. The 
Ethics of Care is then probed for alternative ways of reading Old Testament texts, particularly Judith. 

Contributions of the Peshitta to a text-critical study of Lamentations 

Gideon Kotzé 
University of Stellenbosch 

The present paper investigates three verses from the first chapter of Lamentations as they are 
presented in the Peshitta text of the book. The wordings of the passages in this Syriac translation are 
compared to their counterparts in the Masoretic text, the existing Lamentations manuscripts from 
Qumran and the (Old) Greek translation. The analysis identifies three instances where the Peshitta text 
of Lamentations, together with 4QLam, witnesses to Hebrew readings that are in all probability earlier 
than the MT. It also draws attention to an interesting interpretation of an ambiguous Hebrew passage in 
this ancient translation. By highlighting these cases where the Peshitta text is of some importance for a 
textual study of Lamentations 1, this paper seeks to make its own modest contribution to text-critical 
work on the first chapter of the book. 

The ethics of responsibility in the Joseph narrative (Gen 37-50) 

MED Lawman 
University of South Africa 

Since scholars claim that the Joseph narrative reflects wisdom influence, one may argue that the Joseph 
character is presented as a person who had to learn to act in accordance with the ethic of responsibility. 
This ethic can be linked to the way Israelite wisdom teachers’ viewed their world. According to their 
understanding the world reflects a specific order. Anyone who acts in accordance with the order acts in 
a responsible way and will experience success. Anyone who transgresses the order acts in an 
irresponsible way and causes pain and suffering to themselves and others. The paper will focus on how 
this ethic of responsibility is reflected throughout the narrative. 

The Basis of a Good life is in Ethical relationships: A Womanist Reading of Proverbs 31:10-31 

Mmapula Lefa 
Murdock University 

In this essay I endeavour to examine the acrostic poem at the end of the book of Proverbs through a 
womanist lens. Though much study has been done on this section of the Hebrew Bible, not much 
attention has been given to its ethical/moralistic teaching on relationships between women and men. 
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My contention will be that, in addition to it being a eulogy to lyIx;â-tv,ae( a woman of courage), Prov. 
31:10-31 offers some vital teaching on the importance of forming and maintaining ethical relationships 
between women and men which may form the basis for ethical relations between humanity at all levels. 
That is, despite it being an ancient Israelite text, born of and from a remote culture in time and space, its 
teaching which has as its focal point recognition, acknowledgement and appreciation of the female 
other can still resonate in our contemporary world in which we find all kinds of inequalities between 
humans. These inequalities include those that are based on gender, class, ethnicity, race, colour of skin 
just to mention a few. These are the issues that the womanist perspectives will help to explore within 
Prov. 31:10-31 in an effort to reveal its transformative, ethical/moralistic message. Consequently this 
places accountability on biblical exegetes dealing with this text (Prov. 31:10-31).  Exegetes must 
approach the text with caution bearing in mind the potential it has of transforming mindsets and 
stereotypes especially regarding female/women’ status and treatment. 

Outing of family dysfunctionality in the African communities…Contribution of parental instructions in 

Proverbs 1-9 

AE (Tshililo) Liphadzi 
North-West University 

This article bemoans the destruction of family life in the African communities due to socio-economic and 
political influences from Western cultures.  It articulates that in the meeting of two cultures, the African 
culture was frowned upon and forced to dine at the table of the western culture at the expense of what 
it owns and knows better. 

Is it possible to construct again what is an African way of doing a family? What should be the basis of 
that construction? It is therefore argued in this article that Parental instructions in Proverbs 1-9 can play 
a constructive role in outing the family dysfunctionality in the African families. They can therefore be a 
basis upon which family life can be built in the African communities. The assumption here is that 
Parental Instructions in Proverbs 1-9 can contribute towards the functionality of the family life because 
it is the Word of God and it has a closer affinity with the African worldview.  From Parental Instructions 
in Proverbs 1-9 we learn about the kind of worldview to be given to children from home, the content of 
parental instructions that a parent should take to the child, the reasons for taking parenting seriously 
and the methods of teaching children. Thus this article contributes in helping Christian churches in the 
African communities in dealing with the family dysfunctionality.  This is an urgent call to churches if they 
have to contribute meaningfully in the rebuilding of life in the African communities. 

Who ought to be the dialogue partners of Old Testament Ethics as a sub-discipline of Old Testament 

Science? 

Christo Lombaard 
University of South Africa 

In a recently published paper, I argued that the way “ethics” is read in the Bible / in relation to the Bible 
by South African theologians does not sufficiently take cognisance of the distinction between ethos and 
ethics. This, despite serious objections to such a fundamental oversight. On the other hand, as I argued 
earlier, reading the Bible in favour of or in opposition to socio-political or ethical concerns hardly ever 
renders good exegesis. This, despite the moral deservedness (or political correctness) of the issues at 
stake. As promised in the recently published paper, in this contribution two recent works by two 
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Pretoria philosophers, D Goosen and M Schoeman, are taken as dialogue partners, in order further to 
explore the implications of their works for particularly Old Testament Ethics (as a sub-discipline within 
the encyclopaedia of Old Testament Science), along with Old Testament exegetes within the historical-
critical tradition. 

Reading the ethics of Psalm 37 

Leonard P. Maré 
North-West University 

 “Psalm 37 is a clear example of a perception of the world that is skewed by supreme and uncritical 
confidence in the system (vv. 25, 28b-29) … This voice is untroubled by the problems of the real world” 
(Brueggemann 1988:115). According to Brueggemann’s viewpoint the voice of the psalm is thus a voice 
that has unqualified trust in the system, a voice that refuses to perceive the failure of the system, a 
voice that denies the reality of life. In contrast with Brueggemann’s viewpoint, Parrish (2003:72) argues 
that Psalm 37 is a voice of protest against the system. Although the scribal groups associated with 
wisdom writings are often believed to have been associated with the imperial establishment, he 
maintains that the psalm verbalises protest with its admission that the righteous suffer and because the 
psalmist looks to Yahweh, and not the king, for help (:72). 

These contrasting viewpoints result in the following questions, which I want to address in this paper: 
Does the psalm verbalize an unqualified trust in the system or is it a protest against the royal 
establishment that all is not well? Should it rather be read as an encouragement of the poor and 
depressed, the marginalized, those who live on the fringes of society, those who are usually voiceless, 
who are depressed due to the apparent success of the ungodly?  Does the psalm offer comfort in a 
situation in which keeping faith can be somewhat difficult? Do we hear the voice of one who denies the 
reality of life or do we listen to the voice of an instructor, providing guidance on how to live a ethically 
sound and God-fearing life in the midst of a world where those who live immoral and irreligious lives 
seemingly enjoy prosperity and success?  

An Achievement of Social Justice in a Community: An Ethical Norm Evaluating its Leadership 

Joseph N. Mavinga 
University of KwaZulu-Natal 

Social justice in any State derives from moral norms which should be practised by ‘loyal leadership’ in 
order to impact and improve people’s social life in the community. This paper is a contextual analysis of 
social justice in Jeremiah (22:3, 13-15; 23:5-6; 33:15-16), in particular, and in the Old Testament 
prophecy (Amos 2:6b; 5:12; Micah 6:5 and Zeph 3:1-5) in general. It discusses moral norms for good 
governance with regard to the practice of social justice by the leadership in Judah. In this respect, moral 
values can be used to address ethical challenges to the African leadership with regard to the way it rules 
over the people in most States in the continent. The paper aims, firstly, to discuss the social justice from 
the mouth of some prophets in the Old Testament and focuses on Jeremiah’s prophecy. Secondly, it 
points out a broader African leadership context regarding social justice. Finally, it shows a way the 
African leadership must act in order to achieve social justice in the community. 
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A place for animals in the priestly world-view 

Esias E. Meyer 
University of Pretoria 

Since the days of Wellhausen the Priestly document has not exactly been a respected source of 
theological insight for biblical scholars. Priestly theology has mostly been criticised for its legalism and 
ritualism and its stifling of spontaneity. Recently our understanding of the priestly world-view has vastly 
improved and scholars tend to show more appreciation for the priestly cosmology where Israel finds its 
place amongst other nations, but where there is also a place for animals in relation to humanity. An 
anthropologist like Mary Douglas has argued that a respect for animal life is part-and-parcel of the 
priestly world-view and is clearly expressed in the priestly sacrificial system. This paper attempts to 
critically engage with her contribution to biblical scholarship and to explore whether biblical 
scholarship’s current understanding of priestly cosmology has any contribution to make to modern-day 
eco-ethics. 

“Adam was made from the earth and Eve was made from a little rib:” Can the creation narratives 

assist in creating just and ethical gender-relations in the context of HIV&AIDS? 

Sarojini Nadar 

University of KwaZulu-Natal 

This paper is one in a series of papers and is a result of research conducted as part of a combined 
research project between the Universities of Oslo and KwaZulu-Natal. The title of the project was 
“Broken Women, Healing Traditions? Indigenous Resources for Gender Critique and Social 
Transformation in the Context of HIV&AIDS in South Africa.” Beginning with the premise that the bible is 
a very important resource in African Independent Churches (AIC’S), and as such is used for gendered 
ethical practice; this paper will share some of the results of facilitating contextual bible study on the 
subject of gender and creation with a group of women and men from an AIC in the Inanda and Ncgolosi 
communities. It will show how pervasive the biblical creation myths have been in constructing gender in 
the lives of this group of people, and how a more liberating reading of this pivotal text can contribute 
toward creating just gender relations in the context of HIV&AIDS. 

Ethos, Logos, and Pathos, or A Trilogy in Dispute: Reflections on African Religious and Socio-Political 

Contexts based on Hosea 1-3 

Edouard Kitoko Nsiku 
United Bible Societies / Universidade Eduardo Mondlane 

Scholars often use fragmentary or isolated perspectives when analyzing ethical quests in the Old 
Testament, especially with regard to texts like Hosea 1-3. Such an approach often provokes theological 
disputes. Thus, unnecessary dichotomies and distortions concerning mythological, cultural, exegetical, 
or philosophical issues are often caused by this methodology. As a result, it becomes difficult to grasp 
the full sense of what ethos meant for the people of ancient times and what it means also for people of 
African contemporary churches. In this paper I argue that for most ancient peoples and Africans alike, 
the notion of ethos is always intrinsically related to both logos and pathos and never operates as a 
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formal dogma, but rather promotes various possible horizons of co-existence and harmony in 
interpersonal relationships.  

In this paper I further propose a new way of approaching the issue of ethics, be it in the politics, religion, 
economy, or social life of African peoples, by employing a different frame of reference, namely, an 
alternative methodology termed "tautegory". This new tool of research can be effectively applied to 
different areas of investigation, such as mythology, philosophy, the social sciences, and biblical exegesis. 
Research suggests that tautegory might be more relevant for Africa due to its underlying worldview, 
which is more understandable from a “symbolic” rather than an analytical or “diabolicέ (from dia-ballein 
– in the sense of fragmented) perspective. The use of such a new investigative tool should also 
contribute towards rediscovering some possible hidden horizons of meaning in a biblical text like Hosea 
1-3 and greater insights as to the relevance of this passage in today’s African setting. This same research 
tool will also shift our understanding of both the biblical context and the African contemporary church’s 
normative ethic away from a fragmentary or analytical (dia-bolic or exclusive) stance to a tautegoric 
viewpoint (“ǎȅƳōƻƭƛŎέ or more inclusive and synthetic). Such an approach will serve to sustain the true 
African renaissance as promoted by well-known authors such as Cheick Anta Diop.  

Imbokodo Explorations of the Prevalence of Historical Memory and Identity Contestations in the 

Expulsion of the Nāšîm Nokriyyōt in Ezra 9-10 

Makhosazana K. Nzimande 
University of Zululand 

This essay is a South African black woman’s exploration of historical memory and identity contestations 
in Ezra 9-10. Utilizing the anthropological grids of defilement and impurity, this essay contends that the 
exclusionist attitudes against the ƴņǑƞƳ ƴƻƪǊƛȅȅǁǘ are predicated upon historical memory and identity 
contestations prevalent in the Golah community. This essay further interrogates how the overarching 
discourses of historical memory, identity politics, race / ethnicity, class and gender in the post-apartheid 
South African milieu impact on the reading of Ezra 9-10. In addition, this essay historically scrutinizes the 
South African miscegenation legislation and the perpetual inimical effects thereof on the black women 
agency in order to demonstrate that the expulsion of the ƴņǑƞƳ ƴƻƪǊƛȅȅǁǘ as a divinely sanctioned 
imperative in Ezra 9-10 has significant hermeneutical implications for black South African women 
readers. 

Homosexuality and the Old Testament: A Moral Philosophical Labyrinth? 

Makhosazana K. Nzimande and Mojalefa L.J. Koenane 
University of Zululand 

In Christian circles, the Old Testament is oftentimes used to justify homophobia and the exclusion of gay 
and lesbian Christians from some sacraments, for example, marriage and ordination. Evidently, the 
South African moral landscape in general is also experiencing the unabated prevalence of homophobic 
attacks, especially in the townships. Yet, while Queer Biblical Ethics has increasingly gained ground in 
Western biblical scholarship over the past few decades, African biblical scholarship has conspicuously 
shied away from investigating homosexuality as a moral issue. In this paper we therefore interrogate the 
Old Testament understanding of homosexual relationships from a moral philosophical perspective. We 
further contend that the moral codes on acceptable and unacceptable sexual relationships in Ancient 
Israel demand ethical re-appropriation in new contexts of reading in the African context. We challenge 
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biblical scholars and ethicists to seriously reflect on the utilization of the Old Testament moral codes in 
justifying the exclusion of homosexuals, especially within the context of a democratic South Africa. 

Ishmael, God and Osama Bin Laden:  a psychological-investigative reading of Genesis 21: 20 

˸˷˵ ˢ˟˶ ˧ˢ˧ˣ … ˶˰ˮˢ ˸  ˞ ˧ˢ˪˞ ˫  ˧ˢ˧ˣ and its relation to the war on terror 

J. M. (Johan) Ras 
University of Zululand 

This paper is a psychological-investigative reading of Genesis 21:20:  “And God was with the young 
man…and he became an archer.’  According to the Genesis narrators, despite not being the promised 
son of Abraham, God was also with Ishmael, the son of Hagar.  Insights from this text, as well as religion, 
but especially psychology (logotherapy) and safety and security are used in order to better comprehend 
this particular passage and Osama Bin Laden’s role in the war on terror.  Not only do the Arabs and 
Muslims believe that God (Allah) was with Ishmael, but Osama Bin Laden, the leader of Al-Qaeda, who 
also identifies himself with this prophet, also believes that he is experiencing the same praesentia Dei. 

When interpretation traditions speak too loud for ethical dilemmas to be heard:  on the untimely 

death of Haran (Gen 11:28) 

C Wynand Retief 

Justo Mwale Theological University College, Lusaka, Zambia 

Genesis 11:28, in particular the words in the BHS ŖŚŀŒńő Ř ŃũłƱ ŚŁšļƬŊŝŃţ Š ńũńŕ ūńşńƤŃŖ (wayyãmot hãrãn <al-

penê terah >âbîw) is taken as a point of departure to illustrate how the “strong” voices from both the 
Jewish exegetical tradition and official Christian Bible translations, as well as an African contextual 
preference, are in effect silencing the perceived ethical dilemma hidden in and alluded by the text, 
within the inner frame of the Abraham narrative (11:27 – 25:11) and outer frame of Gen 11-50. The 
ethical dilemma under discussion seems to be the conflict between speaking out on the death of Haran 
or hiding the circumstances surrounding it. The faint voice of this perceived dilemma only becomes 
audible when the oldest interpretation tradition as reflected in the LXX is taken seriously.  Loosely 

translated the LXX reads  “Haran died in front of his father Terach…” - a reading interpreting ŚŁšļƬŊŝŃţ (<al-

penê) spatially, thereby evoking deeper questions regarding the death of this son in the presence of his 
father. However, the (later) interpretational traditions, both Jewish and Christian, chose to part from 

this reading and its implications, opting for a temporal interpretation of ŚŁšļƬŊŝŃţ -- “Haran died before 

his father Terach (in terms of time)…” Over time these traditions gained strength and practically silenced 
the former. 

These findings beg questions on three levels of interpretation of this specific text (in the first two 
instances may be as questions regarding interpretation in general) which are posed and very briefly 
discussed as a conclusion to the paper, namely: 

1. What is the inner motivation of the different voices explaining the text on the basis of their own 
premises? 

2. What is the ethical responsibility of interpreters/translators when a choice has to be made between a 
voice of stature and a somewhat lonely voice? 
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3. In which way and to what extent does the handling of the dilemma inherent in the Haran story 
illuminate similar dilemmas in similar African stories?  

Teaching with distinction or for extinction: Religion and Generational Theory 

Jenny Roberts 
University of South Africa 

Is the teaching of Biblical studies and related subjects on the brink of extinction? Many critics of religion 
believe, or hope so. Students of generational theory believe not! According to them, the current 
generation, called the millennials, is actually more spiritual then the generations who currently teach 
them. 

The concept of generational theory, developed by Strauss and Howe, is based on the premise that 
people’s collective value systems, and therefore their beliefs, values, needs, wants and aspirations, are 
shaped by the era in which they were born. A generation is usually considered to be approximately 20 
years, and generational theory states that people falling into each of these generations can be grouped 
together according to their common values. The way in which someone dresses, parents, learns, 
teaches, forms relationships with significant others and spends leisure time – all these are, in a way, 
shaped by the era in which that person was born. 

According to Strauss and Howe (2000), the reason for studying generational theory is so that people 
understand each other, whether they are students, teachers, parents, employers or employees. When 
generations understand each other and how they think and act, then the so-called generation gap 
begins to shrink. This presentation will discuss the various generations of people alive today and will 
explore each generation’s attitude towards religion, spirituality and the church and will place particular 
emphasis on the youth generation of today, the millennials and their unique perspective on this subject. 
The fate of spirituality becomes more understandable when you take note of generational theory. If you 
want to teach with distinction, you need to hear this. 

Coloniality of being and the ethics of reading imperial biblical texts 

Gerrie Snyman 
University of South Africa 

The story world of Asa in 2 Chronicles 14-16 depicts a king who was a great leader for the major part of 
his reign: a warrior, a religious reformer, a building contractor and an organiser. Yet, with old age setting 
in, he revealed serious flaws in his character: he showed lesser faith in Yahweh and more faith in human 
institutions. The Chronicler finds him blameworthy and portrays the end of his life as his just desert. The 
Chronicler’s construction of his story (with those of the kings after David) alludes to the opposite roles 
attributed to Cyrus and Nabonidus in the Cyrus Cylinder. The author will argue a case to read Chronicles 
as a colonial text constructed to colonise the public transcript provided by texts such as the Cyrus 
Cylinder. This paper will provide a de-colonial reflection on the text by inquiring into the changes the 
Chronicler brings to Asa’s story and comparing them to the portrayal of Cyrus in the Cyrus Cylinder. 
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Psalm 24: Cosmology and ethical behaviour 

Sakkie Spangenberg 
University of South Africa 

This is one of a number of psalms which reflect how people from the ancient Near East understood the 
cosmos and their place within it. According to their understanding the cosmos consists of three tiers: 
heaven, earth and the netherworld. The gods reside in the upper deck and the supreme god’s throne in 
the temple on earth is a replica of his throne in heaven. What is interesting about this psalm is the 
ethical behaviour which is required from those who would like to come in the presence of the supreme 
god residing in the temple (Ps 24:3-6). This is not the only psalm reflecting this requirement. Psalm 15 is 
another example. Both are classified as “gate liturgies”. One may argue that ancient people’s 
understanding of the cosmos had an influence on their behaviour, or a specific behaviour is required 
from those who would like to “stand” in the presence of the supreme god. The paper would like to 
discuss the issue whether a new understanding of the cosmos and of the divine presence can motivate 
people to behave ethically. Can we take some cues from these “gate liturgies” to inculcate specific 
ethical behaviour in our children? 

Nehemiah’s religio-ethical wisdom in resolving an economic crisis in the post-exilic Judah (Neh 5:1-

19): a lesson to be learned in Africa 

Emmanuel Ordue Usue 
BSU-Nigeria and Research Associate University of Pretoria 

This article addresses how Nehemiah resolved one of the two major problems that confronted him 
during his work on rebuilding the walls of Jerusalem in post-exilic Judah. First, there was external 
aggression from the am-haarets (the peoples of the land) against his work. Second, there was an 
internal economic crisis within the returned exiles thus the work came to a standstill. In the case of the 
latter (which is the focus of this author), a large number of families within the post-exilic community 
took their grievances to the streets to protest against their inhumane economic treatments (Neh. 5:1-
19). The families claimed that their harsh economic situation was perpetrated by their own native 
Jewish brothers of the privileged class. This state of affairs caught Nehemiah’s attention with sympathy. 
He responded to it from a religio-ethical frame of reference and their grievances were resolved. Taking a 
cue from the wisdom of Nehemiah, the author argues that if leaders, organizations and financial 
institutions adopt a similar religio-ethical orientation, it will be one step towards improving the hard 
economic conditions of our people in Africa today.  

Narrative therapeutic ideas on re-authoring and identity construction, and their relevance to the 

interpretation of the books of Chronicles 

Willie van Heerden 

University of South Africa 

Michael White, a pioneer in the field of narrative therapeutic ideas, argues that therapy is about the re-
storying/re-authoring of lives, which involves the redevelopment of personal or communal narratives 
and the reconstruction of identity. This dual focus on re-telling and identity-construction has prompted 
me to explore the relevance of psychological perspectives in general, and narrative therapeutic theory in 
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particular, for the conference theme, which has a similar dual focus on historiography and identity 
construction. 

The paper first offers a brief overview of psychological perspectives on the concept of identity. Attention 
will be given to the philosophical roots of psychological perspectives on identity and to ideas that were 
developed by depth psychology, existential and humanistic psychology, social and developmental 
psychology, as well as by those who support the idea of the narrative self. 

Narrative therapeutic ideas related to identity construction are then highlighted. For example, narrative 
therapeutic theory suggests a relational and social constructivist understanding of identity, which seems 
more appropriate than modern individualistic notions of self and identity for reflecting on the identity 
construction of a community over time and in changing circumstances. Narrative therapists therefore 
give preference to an intentional state understanding of identity, rather than an internal state 
understanding of this phenomenon. 

The main part of the paper focuses on two basic elements of narrative therapeutic practice, namely the 
process of the re-storying/re-authoring of the life of a person or community, and ways of strengthening 
or thickening stories that have taken shape in the process of re-storying. The relevance of these 
concepts and practices for debates on the purpose of the books of Chronicles will be pointed out. 

A Critique upon the use of ‘Divine Command Ethics’ for the construction of Christian Meta-Ethics 

within a Democratic South Africa 

Natashia van der Merwe 

University of Johannesburg 

According to ‘Divine Command Ethics’ the Old Testament is interpreted as God’s ethical perspective and 
not, as Ancient Israel’s ethical perspectives about God. As a result, Christian religious institutions assign 
one ‘Divine’ ethical sentiment towards interpreting current ethical issues. This ‘Divine’ sentiment is 
often thought to be found predominantly within the Old Testament texts of the Law. As a result the Old 
Testament narratives are neglected. Often Ancient Israel’s ethical sentiments within the narratives pose 
an alternative interpretation to those found in the Law. These are rejected by ‘Divine Command’ 
theorists using theological voluntarism. A critique upon ‘Divine Command Ethics’ highlights the 
inadequacy of this methodology for current constructions of Christian meta-ethics surrounding similar 
controversial issues relating to difference as threatening: e.g. Xenophobia, Homophobia, Racism and 
Sexism. A socio-rhetorical methodology is proposed as hermeneutic for the interpretation of the Old 
Testament text, including the narratives. This enables a holistic approach in which Ancient Israel’s 
various meta-ethical opinions are identified. These different opinions can be used as framework for the 
construction of current Christian meta-ethics, highlighting the fact that one ‘Divine’ sentiment is 
implausible and a more tolerable approach towards difference, like that found within narratives in 
Judges, needs to be interpreted in accordance with a more tolerable South African Constitution. 
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Ethics of Translating the Old Testament 

Roelie van der Spuy 
North-West University and SIL International  

Many Bible translations are following previously older well-known Bible translations in most instances. 
This sometimes points to a lack of good ethical conduct in getting to a fuller understanding of the 
meaning of some Biblical Hebrew words. A better understanding of Biblical Hebrew lexemes will 
contribute to better translations. This will raise the level the Ethics of translating the Old Testament. We 
have to study the original Old Testament lexemes in context in order to be true to the original text. 

Because word studies are very time consuming it is more than often neglected. While doing a Bible 
translation one does not always find the time to do a study focusing on one or two words. A second 
outcome is that the results of such a study might convince the translator to defer from the most 
common translation variant used by the majority of well-known older translations. This opens up the 
translation to more critique and even has a negative influence on the acceptability of the translation, 
but in order to adhere to a higher level of ethics in Bible translation, a thorough study of the biblical 
Hebrew lexemes in their original context cannot be neglected.  

Eco-theology and losing the sacred 

Peet van Dyk 
University of South Africa 

Old Testament ethics can no longer ignore the pressing problems presented by the current ecological 
crisis. In the light of the historian Lynn White’s accusation that Protestantism has lost its sense of the 
sacred and that this fact has contributed towards the current ecological crisis, the concept of the sacred 
needs urgent re-evaluation by Old Testament scholars. Is it still possible for post-Enlightenment scholars 
to revive a belief in the sacred, and is it possible to avoid neo-paganism in the process? What are the 
ethical and religious implications for the current eco-theological debate? 

Conflicting Ethics 

PM Venter 

University of Pretoria 

In his essay on Theological Ethics In Daniel (2001) John Barton indicated that the book of Daniel has the 
same set of ethical standards as found elsewhere in the Bible. He sees the lament in Dan 9:4-19 as proof 
of his viewpoint. Closer study of this penitential prayer, however, indicates an ethos marked by tension 
between apocalyptic determinism and conditional covenant theology. This paper proposes that the 
whole book of Daniel is characterized by what can be called “conflicting ethos”. What is more, similar 
penitential prayers in Ezra and Nehemiah are presented to an exclusivist community, while the one in 
Daniel is intended for a more inclusivistic inclined community. The moral standards propagated in Ezra-
Nehemiah stand in contrast to those proposed in Daniel and also books like Ruth and Joshua. 
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Wako ni wako (Blood is thicker than water); an ethical dilemma or misapplication of the value of 

family bonds? a contextual interpretation of Deut. 22:1-4 

Edwin Zulu 

Justo Mwale Theological University College, Lusaka, Zambia 

The ethical dilemma that one faces in most African contexts is a choice between one's family and to do 
what is right. This is so due to the high value placed on family bonds. Each person is part of a complex 
family lineage in which an individual always thrives to be attached to all times. Consequently, one would 
do whatever it takes to keep these cords tied. As a result, vices such as nepotism, corruption, abuse of 
office has been informed and influenced by the need to keep and oil these family bonds. The individual 
is often faced with choices which are delicate; family or to do what is right? 

This paper argues that whilst family bonds are critical and important in African communities, they 
cannot over shadow the need to do what is right whether it affects one’s family bonds negatively or 
positively. This is so because as believers we are called to do what is right before the eyes of God 
wherever and whatever circumstances we find ourselves. 


